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Subiect: Uslscted Intelllence on tishway Transport in bastern Siberie

Yakuttrans, t-e Yakut Transport Orgenigetion, is in dharze of the molorized
transport alon; the Angaraelena Hizrwsy, which carries supplios exclusively for
the cily of Yakutsk and for the farmers and treppers of the Yakutsk region. Hee
portedl; this ares in 1947 was closed Last and Jorith of Irkutsk Yo all persons
except those sent there by govermment sgencles lor specilic assigpments The
organigation is equipped with its own vehlocles, mechine ahops, gereses, and &
Uiesel power station. e regerd this intormation as prebably “rue.

Another report which we regard as osrobably true shtates thut Zolototrsns, &

transport organization supplying the gold regions, is in charge of motoritod transe

port to the gold regiors alon; the ‘ngsraslens higimmy, the Aldan hihway, the road
from Ust'ealdan to Verkhoyensk, the roed from Batilinsk To the town of Oshotsk,
the winter romd from Yakutsk to hursn, and the winter road r»: Yulutak bto (khebtshkiy
Perevoz. It handlse haméwfim%m trarsport between Urhotskiy Ferevos and AllakheYun,
between Batilinsk and AllakheYun, snd bebtween AllakheYun and all the pold fields
of the Allakh-Yun regioms., It alsc handles reindeer transport from the Aldan ree
loading point to Verkhoyansk. Ansther report which we rejurd na possibly true states
that Zolototrans has 1t3 own vehlicles (mostly Seten brucks with Z-ton trailers),
vehiole repair shops, sarsges, fuel dumps, wintsr hotels lur drivers, stables, sn:d
& power statlion in Zeyarsk.

Cblpotrebsoyug, the jisgionsl Consumers Unlon, is in churge of horse sl reine
deer traassport which carry supplies within the famming reglons around Yakutsi,
The orgenizetion in 1947 had its own supply depots, werehouses Jor tha fur delivered

by trappers, and winter hotels for drivers. This we believe to be posaibly true,
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A report that we have not been able o evaluste says thet on the bank o the
Angara ‘iver, below the town of Jeyarsk, there sre sboul 20 wacrshouses belensing
to three orjanizatione: Yakuitrens and Zolotoirans, the two msnbionesd sbove, and
sSevnorput, which supplies the Siberian Arctle. Xext fo the wershouses is Heft'baza,
& large pasoline and erude oil dump, from which fuel is shippen to the Yakut 388,
liovwever, a report conflrued by other scurces seys that the lfuel is shipped in barges
frow Irkutsi to the layarsk dump, ﬁm{ from there is transshippe ! in stendard 200
liter drums on trucks slony the Angera~lene higheay to UstteXut, the next relosding
point,

The ingara Klver wes reported in 1947 to be open for navijution frem the middle
of May to the end of Kovember, Alter the close of navigstion the only supply route
open betwsen Zayarsk and the rsilread was s winter rosg from Zayersk via Bratsk
to the rail line at Tulum. This rosd goes mostly throush open country and is often
blocked by heavy snows, 1% ¢annot be used &aéring,, the sumer becsuse the region
throuh which 1% runs is swampy. This is confirmed Ly ather scuroed,

The romd bebween Ust'-Kut and Osebveove is » continunbion of the ‘ngera-Lens
route, slthough not es yood 8 road as the lather, even though 1t is of srush rock
{1947 information}e ¥No road was repcried hetween Ometrowo nni irensk, sud in winter
the only means of co punication between the two towns waa the meil cerried om horsee
back aleny % river bank, e rejari this a4s probabl, twe, m the rosd betwesn
Ustt=Eut and Oselrovo & large pesoline and oil dump wes recorted seen in 1947 which
belonred to the Yakut Eepublic, Muel was then kept in the open in 200 liter cens
with operations beingy conducted on a 24 hour sechedule, %“e are net able to judge
this informatlon,

In 1946 several sources reporied the Hever-Tomusot=Vmkutsk highwa; es being
s pood alleweather road, capable of heavy crossecountry trafic, The rosd alione

ment from Hever is almost due north throwh Hayormy, Aldan, Tormmot, REalbagar and
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hence Lo Yakutsk. Veather oonditions slong the route are us Pollows: Janusry and
February temperature drops o minus 529C with a e¢lear, dry cold; March and first
helf of April has some anow hut at the end of April snow begins %o reli; however,
internittent snow snd rain continues until the beginning of May; second helf of

ey warmer and somewhat dryp June and July rather hot and d&in with a south wind;
August is warm; September mostly rain with beginning of cold wenther at end of aanthy
Oetober beginning of heavy snow fall; Vovember and Jecember snow mtorms, During
the months of heavy snow, the roads are often blocked due to lack of mechsnical
snow clearinyg equipment, This information is confirmed by other sources,

In 1947, a large gasoline dump wee reported on the southern outskirts of Aldsn,

¢ was storesd in open tenks with a capmolity of 70 tens, Thisz dump i8 reported teo
supply all the refuelin; stations along hhg Aldan hiﬁhﬂ&l,ltﬂ whioch gasoline iB
carried in 200 liter drums. This is regarded »s possibly trus,

Also regardnd as pomssibly true ie a report that gtated that in 1937, the cone
struction of & winter roud from Ust'ealden to Verkhoyansk alon; the Dulgalakh Hiver
wos sterted. Sinee the reglon is rocky it was necessary to cut o passage through
the rucks and to clear the banks of the river, In 1940 the road was opened for
traffic. It runa partly on the banks of the river and partly on the ice of the
tulgzalekh snd crosses the Verkhoyanakily mauntain.raaga.. In 1847 there were no ve-
hicle repair shops nor gasoline dumps slony the romd; trucks Yrovelled in convey
and carried & supply of fuel with them, a3 well as equipment “ur amall repairs snd
snowplows for road clesrance works

Ust'=ildan, situated st the junction ol the Zldan and lLenn Zlvers, is a transe
loading point for river frelighi destined I'or towns locsted off she river hanks,
Host supplies brought to Yst'-Aldsn by barpes and {reighters are transshipned to

aither Verkhoyansk by rond or fkhoigky Perevozr asnd AllakheYus by the slder Hiver,
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Vehicle repair and msintenance shops a&nd fuelins facilities ars found at Uat'eildsn.
This we regard as possibly true also,

At Okhotskly Perevos, sup?lias sre asain trenslosded this time to truck and
shipsed to the town of Okhotsk over a winter rosd, which is impassable in summer
becausge oi the swamps, From the AllskheYun relosding point, supplics are shipped
to Okhobtak on gas generctce brueks {in 1947) durins the winter, Jupplies are also
trangferred in Batilinsk and are then dispatohed o the town of AllakheYun (mot
to he coniused with the illakh=Yun reloadin: poini), In Babillnsk there are naine
tenarce shops Dor sas zerxerator btrucks. This alse is reparded re possibly true,

The prisary wmede of trassport in ihe EHolysms rogion is the mobor wehicla, In
1941 the nunber of trucis was already 2,000, several wiih teailers, In 1548 the
number of trucks hed incressed to 18,000, This inform:tion eannct be judred., For
motor transport, widch is carried on dey and night throughout the yesr, & twoelune
grushed rock road wes constructed fron ¥sgadan to Sredniksn, Yolwithsteniing the
snowstornz end cold westher, the traffic is belleved io te hsavy, ALY gistances
of 100=150 kilometers all along the rosd there were first class repair gheps and
g;aa depots in 194F, Up to 1938 the roed extended o the Yolyms Hiver; when the
wooden bridre seross the river was complebad, the rosd wss continued %o Indigirka,
which it reached in 1939, In 1842-3 i1 wes exiended to lpper lena and connecled
with the rosd north from Wever at Yakutsk, All the towns slong the (khotsk Ses
const are also connected by & road which was [inished in 1948, lLately thore has
besn oconsilerable work dome on the rosd fros Pagedsn bo the Chukotsk Peninsulsa,
This inforsmtion 1s conlirmed by other s0uUrces.

Another roud from ¥egadsn is one reperted in 1962 %o lead e a pleaes ealled
"lsval Fort” snd referrsd %o as the Gertner Highwmy, The rosd is sisht meters
wide with 8 foundation of hard rock, over which fiir*blmd ballant were spresd to
& thickness of a.ppmxiza&%ig 20 tm, The roule comsisted of msny sherp, blind curves

and at these points it had been widened to 10 webaray w Lype of wvehicles observed
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to be uslng this road was nomelly 4=ton trucks ;arrying amaunt Slon rra@ £ WATGw
house to some unkuown destinstion merth of dessdem, m sr aversge, bten to Lwelve
4=ton trucks passed by durin; the dny from 0B00 te 1700 hours, however, during
the night treaffic seemed to be twice es heevy with the majority being B and 10~
ton trucks., It should be noted that the position of the observsd may have heen
diflersnt during the day, thus alfectin, iths count and cetimsted size of the
tr.cks. » repard this as possibly true, Total disiance from epadsn te the
fort was 13 kilometers,

The only vehicle roud in the area of e Hhxya leaéﬂ’fram Lhe taﬁn to
aleganneikh, & distance of 18 kiloswtersz, Trucks akd sleds ere the only wehiocles
reported using Lhiz rosd, which hes = herdepacked surfaee of only one lane,
Frobably true,

& report confirmed by other sources gtuiss that the leoaden-Yabutsk is the
only road conmecting Yacedan with the Interier of the Heliyma territsry, e rew
pard a3 posaibly trus rumors which reported in 1880 that a resd brenches off this
highwey to the south, through which & year round transport reoute is kept open Yo
83 far south as Visdivostolk, JGensrally the hilghway averegss 3-10 asbters in width
and in imvariably wide sncuch for two large trucks. /s far sz luformends woew,
there were in 1949 uo paved stretches on this road, which is penerally compact dirt
reinforeed soamewhat with gravels Peraanent rosd crews sire ewploved to keep the
rord open throughout the year. then the snow thews, frequent stretekes of mua
bozs down traffic but great effort is reported o remedy all such links in the rosd,
The route iz a winding one, whickh keeps the speed of traific down to o maxisam of
30-40 km/hr for even lighter vehicles, ¥ooden bridres, of two lene width, rrosses
most streams, Ho tunnels have been report-d. <asolinre depots sre loested at

frequent intervals, Mo infortion is eveilebles on wvehicle repair fscilities,.
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e regard as prebably true & report which stetes that in the Yakuts: ares, no
paved roads were observed by available sources excepi in +he imedishe #ioinity of
the town Ltself. ‘rom the improwed read runnin; emst from Yekuiak to “hurepeha,
upe trall soes on acrogs the nounteins to “khobtsh and meets the cosstal treil from
there to Yagsdan, Another branches northesst around the sad of uhe Yerkhoyansi
dountaln banpe te Uymyskon ov the Iadigirks iver, then lopp north slony the river
snid down to meet the west brench of the Fagadan truck rowed st Ihudshakh, in the south
ead ¢ the Cherskiy ranze, and about 250 rosd miles Iro: vageden. £ eivher reuse
the fotal distence from Fegsdan to Yelubsk is 750 miles at lesssty by the northemn

reute it could well be as much as B850,
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